My Skills Development
Experience with Play Africa
by Prety Makola
My name is Prety Makola and I am glad to share my experience.
In June 2018, I was given an opportunity to work at Play Africa as a
Level 1 Play and Learning Facilitator, through the work experience
programme sponsored by ABSA through Afrika Tikkun. When I first
learned that I will be working with kids, I was a very unsure. I
thought I would not survive. I thought to myself, "Those creatures
have a lot of energy and I don’t think I am going to keep up!" I knew
that I would have to push myself and make things work, because I
needed work experience. Little did I know that I did not need a
push at all. Kids are beautiful to work with.
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I have always been passionate about children rights
and advocating for the rights of children. When I first
came to Play Africa, I made the CEO aware of what my
passion is, this helped me get involved in what I love
and enjoy. It was a breath of fresh air to be in a space
where you are allowed to explore the opportunity and
discover your expertise. I was give an opportunity to
become a supporting facilitator in Play Africa's
Children’s Voices programme. This programme is
about supporting and promoting the rights of children
and gender equality in South Africa. As part of Play
Africa's Children's Voices programme, I have learned
that it important to teach the kids to speak up for their
own rights, instead of having an adult to speak for
them.
Play Africa designed the Children's Voices with support
from the Government of Canada and the Canada Fund
for Local Initiatives. Through this work, I developed a
huge interest in changing and touching lives. I
discovered that I truly believe in changing one’s life to
impact the whole world. Working with different people
and being surrounded by different personalities
everyday at Play Africa, my emotional intelligence has
hugely improved. Being in this space made me to
change my perspective on children and people with
disabilities. I got to see the need to speak up for the
so-called "voice-less," and I intend to fill that void. I got
to understand the true definition of ubuntu through my
experience with Play Africa.

This has been a great journey. I am confident that my
people’s skills are top notch. I got to do a bit of office
work, phoning potential donors, which massively
boosted my self confidence in a work space. Play Africa
made me to discover, learn and love social
entrepreneurship, seeing most families coming in and
benefiting from this place has been life changing. This
space grew me personally and professionally. This
journey made me want more from life.
This journey with Play Africa made me realise the need
for me to continue my studies. This is why I am
embarking on a new journey to study law full time with
the University of Johannesburg, after years of studying
part time with UNISA. This decision to study full time is
something that I have always wanted, this organisation
gave me a push to go for it. Having to leave Play Africa
is heart breaking. I found a home away from home. I'm
glad that my decision is influenced by a pull factor that
will be life changing for me. I want to thank ABSA and
Afrika Tikkun for helping me turn my life around and a
warm thank you to Play Africa for coaching me and
allowing my to rediscover and reimagine my future.
Contact info@playafrica.org.za or 011 480 4892 to learn
more about Play Africa's Skills Development partnership
with Absa and Afrika Tikkun.

